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Synopsis and reasons for selection: 

Fergal is a nice chap, but when someone tells him what to do, 
Fergal gets very…VERY…ANGRY. 

Fergal the dragon is a friendly, popular chap. However, he has a 
fiery temper that’s always getting him into trouble. He hates being 
told what to do! Whether it’s eating his vegetables before dessert, 
being asked to play in goal or losing at a board game, Fergal just 
cannot control his anger. Eventually, his friends have had enough 
and start to ignore him. Luckily, Mum is there to offer advice and 
support and give him some helpful strategies to control his anger! 
A delightful, funny story about what happens when we get angry 
and how to control our tempers. Perfect for Younger children, with 
its colourful illustrations, cute characters and message about 
managing our emotions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The questions in this guide are merely intended as supplementary 
prompts – allow the children to ask questions, explore and read 
longer sections of the book independently and initiate discussions. 
They will be much more engaged and enthused.  

Because the novel study guide is to be used to aid discussion 
between the adult and children, we feel there isn't a necessity for 
an answer booklet.  

The guide provides questions and spaces for the children to 
record their ideas and answers but is not intended to be used as a 
test.  

As there are many lovely pictures in this book it is important to 
invite the children to examine them carefully. You could 
encourage the children to use a magnifying glass or photocopy 
and enlarge a certain part of an image. Throughout the book, 
encourage the children to investigate: 

• Page layout 
• How the illustrations are framed 
• The use of colour 
• How the text is written – some words are in capitals and some 

are written at an angle, across the page 
• The facial expressions of the characters  

 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	

Before reading…. 

What is the title of the book? 

Which characters can you see on the front cover? 

What sort of book might it be? 

Who is the author/illustrator? 

Who might like this book? 

Pages 1 and 2 

R: What colour is Fergal? 

R: What sort of creature is Fergal? 

R: Why does Fergal get angry? 

I: How can you tell that Fergal is angry? 

V: Why is ‘ANGRY’ written in capital letters? 

E: Do you ever get angry? Why? 

Pages 3 and 4 

V: Can you find a word on these pages that means the same as 
‘angry’? 

R: What is Fergal asked to do before he eats his pudding? 

P: What do you think will happen when Fergal gets angry? 

Pages 5 and 6 

R: What happens when Fergal gets angry? 

I: What might Dad be thinking and feeling? 

I: Do you think Fergal regrets getting angry? How do you know? 

 



Pages 7 and 8 

V: What does ‘in a pickle’ mean? 

I: Does Fergal want to be in goal? 

R: What other animals can you see on the football pitch? Can you 
name them? 

Pages 9 and 10 

R: What colour does Fergal turn when he gets angry? 

R: What happens to the football goal? 

I: What might the other animals be thinking and feeling? 

Pages 11 and 12 

S: What happens after Fergal gets angry in the bakery?  

Pages 13 and 14 

P: What do you think Fergal’s friends will say to him? 

V: Can you think of any other words that mean the same as 
‘angry’? Can you think of any phrases that are similar in meaning 
to ‘losing your cool’? 

Pages 15 and 16 

I: Why is everyone ignoring Fergal? 

R: What advice does Mum give to Fergal? 

E: What advice would you give to Fergal? 

Pages 17 and 18 

R: How does Mum’s advice help Fergal when he gets angry 
again? 

I: How do you think Fergal’s friend feels now? 

 



Pages 19 and 22 

R: Draw a line to match each animal to their way of keeping calm 
and cooling down. 

Hare  Watches the sunset 
 

Crow Whizzes about 
 

Fox Tells his friends about it 
 

Wolf Lays back and has a good 
stretch 

Cat Makes a big noise 
 

 

E: How do you calm down when you’re angry? 

E: How does the author/illustrator show Hare whizzing about? 

Pages 23 and 24 

R: What does Fergal do with his fire? 

I: What might Fergal’s friends be thinking and feeling now? Do you 
think they have forgiven him 

E: What lesson do you think Fergal has learnt? 

S: Order these events from 1 to 5. One has been done for you. 

 When he is asked to eat his greens he burns the dinner. 
 

 Fergal’s friends start ignoring him and his Mum gives him 
some advice about how to keep calm. 

1 Fergal is a nice chap but when he is told what to do he 
gets very angry.  

 Fergal decides to use his fiery breath for good and finds 
much more interesting things to do with it.  

 Next he is asked to play in goal and burns the goal 
post. 



Name:	

Student Activity Book 

Pages 1 and 2 

What colour is Fergal? 

 
 
 

What sort of creature is Fergal? 

 
 
 

Pages 3 and 4 

What is Fergal asked to do before he eats his pudding? 

 
 
 

What do you think will happen when Fergal gets angry? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Pages 5 and 6 

What might Dad be thinking and feeling? 

Pages 7 and 8 

What other animals can you see on the football pitch? 
Can you name them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Pages 9 and 10 

What colour does Fergal turn when he gets angry? 

 
 

 

What happens to the football goal? 

 
 
 

What might the other animals be thinking and feeling? 

 

 



 

Pages 11 and 12 

What happens after Fergal gets angry in the bakery?  

 
 
 
 
 

Pages 13 and 14 

Can you think of any other words that mean the same as 
‘angry’? Can you think of any phrases that are similar in 

meaning to ‘losing your cool’? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pages 15 and 16 

What advice does Mum give to Fergal? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

What advice would you give to Fergal? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pages 17 and 18 

How does Mum’s advice help Fergal when he gets angry 
again? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Pages 19 and 22 

Draw a line to match each animal to their way of keeping 
calm and cooling down. 

Hare  Watches the sunset 
 

Crow Whizzes about 
 

Fox Tells his friends about it 
 

Wolf Lays back and has a good 
stretch 

Cat Makes a big noise 
 

 

Pages 23 and 24 

Order these events from 1 to 5. One has been done for 
you. 

 When he is asked to eat his greens he burns the dinner. 
 

 Fergal’s friends start ignoring him and his Mum gives him 
some advice about how to keep calm. 

1 Fergal is a nice chap but when he is told what to do he 
gets very angry.  

 Fergal decides to use his fiery breath for good and finds 
much more interesting things to do with it.  

 Next he is asked to play in goal and burns the goal 
post. 

	


